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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method for automatically flagging one or more tuj^fable channels broadcast 
over a distribution network as a favorite channel, the method compnsing: 

monitoring commands input by a user through tjj/fe use of an input device to detect 
a command from the user to tune a channel; 

recording an identifier for the |:ha)^el ^ji^incrementing a channel time count 
indicator for the channel; and 

selecting identifiers with the top iij4icators for inclusion within a list of automatic 
favorite channels 

2. The method of claim 1 Waerein the list of automatic favorite channels is 
associated with the identifier and indicator for each channel contained therein. 

^3. The method of claim 1 compnsing: 
recording the amount of time mat the channel was viewed; and 
selecting identifiers with th0op indicators and view times for inclusion within the 
list of automatic favorite channels. 

4. The method of claim^ comprising: 
comparing the identifier and indicator with the list of automatic favorite channels 

to determine if the indicator is greyer than any indicator comprising the list of automatic favorite 
channels; and 

adding the ideiuifier and indicator to the list of automatic favorite channels where 
the indicator is greater than any indicator comprising the list of automatic favorite channels. 

5. The me^od of claim 2 comprising removing from the list of automatic favorite 
channels any identifier mat falls below a view threshold value. 
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6. The method of claim 5 wherein deteraiining whether a chdraiel is included in 
the list of automatic favorite channels comprises setting the view threshed value to an Nth 
highest indicator. 

7. The method of claim 5 wherein determining whdher a channel is included in 
the list of automatic favorite channels comprises setting the viey threshold value to a user 
defined value. 

8. The method of claim 5 wherein determimng whether a channel is included in 
the list of automatic favorite channels comprises setting |ne view threshold to a value set 
dynamically by a content service provider. 

9. The method of claim 1 comprising 

comparing a duration that the channel is viewed for against a time threshold; and 
recording the identifier and incre^nienting the indicator when the channel is viewed 
for a duration greater than a time threshold. 

10. The method of claim 1 comprising selecting a favorite control on the input 
device to traverse the list of automatic favorite channels. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9 wherein the list of automatic favorite channels is 
traversed one channel for each time the/favorite control is selected. 

12. The method of clarni 10 wherein the list of automatic favorite channels is 
traversed during channel timing by a/user in order according to a rank of the channels in the list 

20 of automatic favorites. 

13. The method ofjfclaim 1 comprising: 
displaying an eleclronic program guide; 
retrieving the list pf automatic favorite channels; 
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limiting the scope of information presented by the electronic program guide to 
programming available on channels comprising the list of automajac favorite channels, 

14. The method of claim 13 comprising: 

receiving guide data comprising information regarding programming available on 
the distribution network; 

extracting programming information relating to programs comprising the list of 
automatic favorite channels from the guide data for presentation within the electronic program 
guide. 

15. The method of claim 13 wherein^ the step of displaying comprises displaying 
a full screen program guide comprising listings o^programming available on the distribution 
network. 

16. The method of claim 15 AVnerein the step of displaying comprises displaying 
a full screen program guide comprising aucjfto and video associated with the channel viewed 
before the guide is displayed. 

17. The method of claiirf 1 comprising: 
determining a time of aay and a day of the week; 

based upon the date and time, selecting identifiers with the top indicators for 
inclusion within a time specific lis/ of automatic favorite channels. 

18. Computer readable media comprising program code, the program code 
capable of being executed by ^programmable microprocessor, the program code comprising a 
method for automatically flagging one or more channels broadcast over a distribution network as 
a favorite channel, the metnod comprising: 
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monitoring commands input by a user through the use of an jnput device to detect 
a command from the user to tune a channel; 

recording an identifier for the channel and incrementing^ channel tune count 
indicator for the channel; and 

selecting identifiers with the top indicators for inclyfeion within a list of automatic 
favorite channels. 

19. A system for automatically flagging one ^^r more channels broadcast over a 
distribution network as a favorite channel, the method comprising: 

means for monitoring commands input by a user through the use of an input 
device to detect a command from the user to tune a diannel; 

means for recording an identifier fijr the channel and incrementing a channel tune 
count indicator for the channel; and 

means for selecting identifiers/vith the top indicators for inclusion within a Ust of 
automatic favorite channels. 

20. A system for automatically flagging one or more channels broadcast over a 
distribution network as a favorite channel, the system comprising: 

a channel list and view count data structure comprising a listing of channels 
viewed by a user and the number pf times each channel has been tuned; 

favorite selectiorysoftware to record an identifier for a channel and increment a 
channel tune count indicator for the channel, the identifier and indicator stored in the channel Ust 
and view count data structure, the favorite selection software operative to select recorded 
identifiers with the top indicators for inclusion within a list of automatic favorite channels. 
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21. The system of claim 2bwherein the data structure and software is stored on a 
memory of a set top terminal coimecfed to the distribution network. 

22. The system of claim 20 wh^in the channel list and view coimt data structure 
is stored on a DRAM memory n^cflsM aria the list of automatic favorite channels is stored on a 
NVRAM memory module. 

23. The sy5t6m of claim 20 wherein the favorite selection software is stored oh a 
flash memory moduli 
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